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would be unlikely to violate any WTO obligations. The design of GATS is intentionally flexible,
so that no WTO Member is legally bound under the WTO agreements to make commitments in
any particular services sector, whether or not they have committed to do so or to refrain from doing
so under another international instrument™,

S Cangl) e (m jlaiy 38 Cal Y (e S dae 8 (e el 138 A jlee o ) 2 Laid i LS

ol Gall 138 (o e Uileay Laa Dy 505 iledal) 3 a5 583 (OMC) dallad) 3 jlacll dalaie 4 caile|
Ol aladl GLEY) (e 19 3alall ) HLET Cun 2006 (8 L sl ) Gla JSula (3 yhat 38 Gl
;) (AGCS) cleadl) 3 jlas

requires the member’s general commitment to progressive liberalization, but not an undertaking to
liberalize each and every services sectors in each and every future trade round. Any other
interpretation would be un-reconciliable with the clearly expressed wish of the contracting parties
to treat services fundamentally different from goods and therefore not compatible with the Vienna
Convention’s mandate to read a provision in its context.
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In recent years, it has become increasingly difficult for national markets to support the cost of
feature films and television drama production. Producers worldwide have increasingly turned to
international co-productions (defined to include both official treaty co-productions and non-treaty
co-ventures) in order to compete effectively>*.
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In any event, nothing in the text of the WTO provides for an exception from WTO disciplines in
terms of “cultural goods”, and China’s Accession protocol likewise contains no such exception.
China’s reference to the work of UNESCO is thus unavailing, even without considering the fact
that the United States and a number of WTO Members are not parties to the UNESCO
Convention™,
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A key aspiration in international cultural policy, emerging as a result of growing globalisation, is to
safeguard cultural diversity and to promote sustainable development in culture. This global issue is
discussed within the EU, the Council of Europe, the World Trade Organisation and the UN
organisation. The UNESCO Convention on the protection and promotion of the diversity of
cultural expressions provides a basis for cultural cooperation in which the guiding principle is to
recognise the value of cultural products and services both as cultural intermediaries and as
commodities in international trade.

Important vehicles for the Ministry of Education in cultural cooperation are UNESCO, the Council
of Europe, the Nordic Council of Ministers and the Nordic Cultural Fund, the Council of Baltic Sea
States, the Barents Euro-Arctic Council and their cultural organs. Another important form of
international interaction is cooperation with regions adjacent to Finland®.
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