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BIOGRAPHIES OF THE SPEAKERS, MEMBERS OF THE SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE AND 
MODERATORS 

(in alphabetical order) 
 

 
Caecilia ALEXANDRE is currently pursuing her doctorate at the 
Faculty of Law of Université Laval under the supervision of Véronique 
Guèvremont and Konstantia Koutouki (Faculty of Law, Université de 
Montréal). Her thesis analyses "the impact of UNESCO's Cultural 
Conventions on the implementation of the cultural rights of indigenous 
peoples". Her thesis has been rewarded by two scholarships (Fonds de 
recherche du Québec - Société et culture (FRQSC) and the Centre for 
International Governance and Innovation (CIGI)). She holds a Master's 
degree in Transnational and International Law from Laval University 
and a Master's degree in Public Law from Paris I Panthéon Sorbonne 

University. Since 2011, Caecilia has an extensive experience with various NGOs in Quebec, Morocco and 
Mauritius. She is currently a research director at the Nomomente Institute based in Montreal.  
 
 
 

Virginie BARRAL is an international law academic who specialises in 
international environmental law. She is particularly interested in how 
international law incorporates issues of sustainability and equity and 
is widely published in the field, including a monograph on sustainable 
development in international law. Her current research looks at the 
interplay between culture, human rights and the environment 
including in relation to water rights, climate change and biodiversity. 
Virginie joined Goldsmiths University in 2019, she was previously 
Associate Professor in Law and Associate Dean Research at 
Hertfordshire Law School. She has been an invited professor at Chuo 
University, has taught at Université Paris 5 and worked for the French 
Commission for Sustainable Development as well as a legal expert in 
the Paris office of Eversheds LLP. 

 
 
 

Edgar BLANCHET is a research officer in the Ndakina Office of the 
Grand Council of the Waban-Aki Nation. Trained in anthropology, he 
works on issues related to territory and traditional knowledge. Without 
limitation, Edgar collects data from members of the Nation according to 
the protocols developed by the Office and processes and analyses 
research data. Edgar also has experience in intervention and health 
services issues in intercultural and colonial contexts. 
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Janet BLAKE is Associate Professor of Law at the University of Shahid Beheshti 
(Tehran) where she teaches International, Environmental and Human Rights 
Law. She is a member of the Centres of Excellence for Education for Sustainable 
Development and Silk Roads Studies, both based at the university and of the 
Cultural Heritage Law Committee of the International Law Association. Dr Blake 
has acted as an International Consultant to UNESCO since 1999, mostly in the 
field of intangible cultural heritage and implementing the 2003 Convention. 
Since 2015, she has also been a Global Facilitator for UNESCO’s Capacity-
building under the 2003 Convention and has provided advice at governmental 
level on developing national law and policy for ICH safeguarding. She has 
published several books and articles (in English and Persian) and her main 
research interests are international cultural heritage law, human rights law, 
cultural diversity, and the legal dimensions of sustainable development. Her 

research monograph on International Cultural Heritage Law was published by Oxford University Press in June 
2015. Her new commentary on UNESCO's 2003 Convention (co-edited with Lucas Lixinski) will be published by 
Oxford University Press in early 2020. 
 
 
 

Ben BOER is a distinguished Professor of Law, 1000 Talents Programme 
Expert, Research Institute of Environmental Law Wuhan University, China. 
Professor in Environmental Law, 1992 to 2008; now Emeritus Professor, 
Sydney Law School, University of Sydney, Australia Deputy Chair of the 
IUCN World Commission on Environmental Law for 2012-2016. In 2015. he 
was granted the Senior Scholarship Award by the IUCN Academy of 
Environmental Law. He has written on a wide range of environmental law 
topics in books, articles and reports, including on heritage law. He is the co-
editor of the Chinese Journal of Environmental Law. He was awarded an 
Elisabeth Haub Scholarship for April 2019 at the Elisabeth Haub School of 
law, Pace University, White Plains New York. 
 

 
 
 

Thomas BURELLI is an assistant professor of law at the University of Ottawa 
Faculty of Civil Law. His areas of expertise are Environmental law and 
Intellectual property, Indigenous law and Ethics. His research focuses on the 
decolonization of the relationship between scientists and indigenous 
communities. In particular, he studies the instruments (ethical codes, 
guidelines, consent forms, contracts, etc.) that these actors develop to organize 
their relationships for access to traditional knowledge. In particular, he drafted 
the code of ethics of the Centre for Island Research and Environmental 
Observatory (Criobe-CNRS) based in Moorea in French Polynesia. This is the 
first French instrument dealing specifically with the ethics of research 
involving indigenous and local communities. Thomas Burelli also helped to 
reveal several cases of biopiracy in the French overseas territories. 
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Christina CAMERON is the holder of the Canada Research Chair in Built 
Heritage at the Université de Montréal (2005-2019) where she led a research 
program on Heritage conservation. Previously, she held a management position 
at Parks Canada for more than 35 years. Since 1987, she has been working with 
the World Heritage Convention, as Chairperson of the Committee in 1990 and 
2008 and as co-author of a book on the origins of the Convention, published in 
English (2013) and French (2017). She is the author of several books and about 100 
articles on the conservation of Canadian and World Heritage. In 2007, she received 
the Outstanding Achievement Award of the Public Service of Canada and, in 
2014, the Gabrielle Léger Medal for Lifetime Achievement in Heritage 
Conservation. In 2018, the Government of Quebec awarded her the Prix Gérard-
Morisset. She is a member of the Order of Canada since 2014. 
 
 

 
 

Jennifer CARTER is Associate professor in the Department of Art 
History and in the graduate Museology programs at the Université du 
Québec à Montréal, where she recently completed a 5-year term as 
Director of the museology programs. Jennifer’s research investigates 
the global phenomenon of human rights museology, and considers 
how historical and social justice are negotiated curatorially, 
pedagogically, and semantically in cultural institutions dedicated to 
human rights in different geopolitical contexts around the world. 
Jennifer has published her research widely in English and French. She 
is Associate Editor of the international journal Museum Management 

and Curatorship, and is Vice-President of the Board of Directors of the Montreal Holocaust Museum. 
 
 
 

Caroline DESBIENS holds a PhD from the University of British Columbia 
and is a professor in the Department of Geography at Université Laval and 
holds the Canada Research Chair in Indigenous Heritage and Tourism. Her 
research focuses on memory and sense of place, intercultural relations and the 
development of territorial heritage in Northern Quebec, particularly in 
relation to resource development. Among her ongoing projects, she 
collaborates with the Innu of Lac-Saint-Jean and Côte-Nord to document the 
cultural sites impacted by the construction of dams. She is also interested in 
toponymy and the question of the visibility of Indigenous peoples in the 
Quebec landscape, including urban areas. Ms. Desbiens has been a visiting 
professor at the University of Bergamo (Italy, 2012, 2013 and 2014) and 
Bordeaux (France, 2016); Scientific Advisor to the Musée de la Civilisation 
(2009-2013); and Commissioner to the Commission de toponymie du Québec 
(2011 to 2017). Her book Power from the North: territory, identity and the 
culture of hydroelectricity in Quebec (UBC Press 2013) was published in 
French by Les Presses de l'Université Laval in 2015 and was a finalist for the 
Canadian Social Sciences Prize. 
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Dieufort DESLORGES is a multidisciplinary specialist, recently in a 
second-year doctoral student in ethnology and heritage at Université 
Laval. His dissertation, under the supervision of Prof. Laurier Turgeon, 
deals with the contribution of cultural biodiversity to the sustainable 
development of communities in the La Selle Biosphere Reserve in Haiti. As 
part of this work, he analyses the major issues in conserving and 
transmitting important pieces of heritage in local communities. He was 
previously a member of an ad hoc international working group on the 
process of achieving excellence and showcasing in the World Biosphere 
Reserve Network. As a Haitian serving as the Permanent Assistant 
Secretary of the Haitian National Commission for UNESCO, he led the 
process leading to the official recognition of two biosphere reserves in 
Haiti (in 2010-11 and 2014-15 respectively) as well as that of a cross-border 
one straddling Haiti and the Dominican Republic (2015-17). 
 

 
Maude FLAMAND-HUBERT is a historian, assistant professor in the 
Faculty of Forestry, Geography and Geomatics at Université Laval, and 
holds the Chair of Leadership in Teaching Sustainable Private Forest 
Management. Her areas of expertise are the social and cultural aspects of 
the forest and the relationship between society and the environment. Her 
research focuses on the exploitation and appropriation of natural 
resources, representations of forests and forest environments, public 
policies, and forest, regional and environmental history. She is the 
author, among others, of Louis Bertrand in L'Isle-Verte (1811-1871): Land 
ownership and resource exploitation (PUL, 2012); "Economy, science and 
imagination: "construction" of the Quebec forest at the turn of the 20th 
century" (in Pouvoir(s) et environnement, PUR, 2018); with Nathalie 
Lewis, "Vous avez dit conservation? Journey of a notion in the immensity 
of the Quebec forest" (in Penser le gouvernement des ressources, PUL, 
2019). 

 
 

Véronique GUÈVREMONT est professeure à la Faculté de droit et à l’École 
supérieure d’études internationales de l’Université Laval (Québec, Canada). 
Elle est également titulaire de la Chaire UNESCO sur la diversité des 
expressions culturelles et responsable de l’axe Arts, Médias et Diversité 
culturelle de l’Observatoire international sur les impacts sociétaux de 
l’intelligence artificielle et du numérique (OBVIA). Diplômée de 
l’Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne, elle enseigne depuis 2006 le droit 
international de la culture et le droit international économique. De 2003 à 
2005, elle a agi à titre d’experte associée à la division des politiques 
culturelles de l’UNESCO lors de la négociation de la Convention de 2005 sur 
la protection et la promotion de la diversité des expressions culturelles. En 2008, 
elle a cofondé avec le professeur Ivan Bernier le Réseau international des 
juristes pour la diversité des expressions culturelles (RIJDEC). Ses 
recherches et publications les plus récentes portent sur le traitement des 
biens et des services culturels dans les accords de commerce, la préservation 
de la diversité des expressions culturelles à l’ère numérique et la dimension 
culturelle du développement durable. Au cours des dernières années, 
Véronique Guèvremont a dirigé ou contribué à plusieurs projets soutenus 
par l’UNESCO, l’Organisation internationale de la Francophonie, le 
Ministère des relations internationales du Québec et le Ministère de la 

culture et des communications du Québec. Depuis 2015, elle fait partie de la Banque d’experts de l’UNESCO sur 
la Convention de 2005. 
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Paule HALLEY, LL.D., LL.M., LL.M., LL.B., is a full professor at the Faculty of 
Law of Université Laval, where she teaches environmental law (1994-). She holds 
the Canada Research Chair in Environmental Law (2002-) and is a member of the 
Quebec Bar (1988-). Professor Halley is the author of numerous articles and books 
on environmental law and sustainable development and is involved in several 
organizations, including the Kativik Environmental Advisory Committee 
(KEAC) (Nunavik), the Institut de la francophonie pour le développement 
durable (IFDDD) and the Institut Environnement, Développement et Société 
(IEDS). Her work and achievements were honoured in 2015 with the Michel-
Jurdant Prize in Environmental Sciences from the Association francophone pour 
le savoir (ACFAS), the Prix scientifique de la Francophonie awarded in 2005 by 
the Scientific Council of the Agence Universitaire de la Francophonie (AUF) and 
the "Best Monograph" award from the Fondation du Barreau du Québec in 2003 
for his book entitled Le droit pénal de l'environnement. 
 
 
 
 
 
Lynda HUBERT TA is a doctoral student at the Faculty of Law of Laval 
University and a research student at the Canada Research Chair in 
Environmental Law. His research interests include the environmental law and 
natural resources law. His thesis focuses on legal protection of biodiversity in a 
context of mining development in Madagascar. She holds a Master of Laws from 
Laval University and a DEA in Population and Development from the Catholic 
University of Madagascar. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

François HULEUX is a doctoral candidate in public international law since 
September 2014 under the direction of Professor Véronique Guèvremont 
(Université Laval) and Professor Laurent Neyret (University of Paris-Saclay). 
His thesis is entitled : "The Contribution of the Convention for the 
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage to the biodiversity 
conservation". In 2015, he worked for the Head of the Culture Unit (Guiomar 
Alonso Cano) from the UNESCO Regional Office in Dakar (Senegal) for 
several months. Since that same year, he has been awarded a fellowship from 
the Research Program in international law of the Centre for Innovation in 
International Governance (CIGI, Waterloo, Canada). In addition, in order to 
present its work on research, he participates in various international 
conferences in Canada, Czech Republic, Italy, Philippines, United Kingdom 
and China. In 2018, he co-authored an article to be published by Bononia 
University Press (Italy) entitled "The Adaptation of the Convention for the 

Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage and the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage to a New Vision of Heritage as Key to Communities Sustainable Development". The same year, 
he published on the SQDI Blog the following news commentary : "The grindadrap, a controversial whaling 
practice !" 
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Catherine IORNS is a Reader in Law at Victoria University of Wellington 
in New Zealand.  Her primary areas of teaching and research are 
environmental law, indigenous rights, and statutory interpretation, with 
her teaching and research winning several prizes, including four in 2018 
and 2019.  Catherine is also an advisor to the NZ Council of Legal 
Education, a member of the International Law Association Committee on 
the Implementation of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and a member of 
the IUCN World Commission on Environmental Law. She has been a long-
standing member of the Amnesty International Aotearoa New Zealand 
Board and a member of a Bioethics Committee for a project under the 
Biological Heritage National Science Challenge. Her current research 
focuses on better ways to implement responsibility and guardianship for 
nature in law, and on legal issues relevant to climate adaptation and 
liability. 
 
 

 
 
Fatoumata KABA is a doctoral student in Indigenous law at Laval 
University, Quebec. She holds a Master's degree in Indigenous Law 
from the University of Moncton. Her research focuses on mining 
exploitation and the right to development of indigenous peoples. She 
recently completed an important internship at the United Nations 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Géraud DE LASSUS ST-GENIÈS is a lecturer at the Faculty of Law 
at Université Laval and the Faculty of Law at the Université de 
Sherbrooke. His research focuses mainly on environmental law and 
climate change law. He is also interested in the links between culture 
and sustainable development. He holds a doctorate in law (Université 
Laval, Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne) and was previously a 
postdoctoral researcher at McGill University's Faculty of Law and the 
Centre for International Governance and Innovation. 
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Sophie LAVALLÉE is a full professor at the Faculty of Law. She specializes 
in environmental and spatial planning Law. Admitted to the Québec Bar in 
1996, she regularly acts as legal counsel in the fields of environmental law 
and land use planning, in particular for the Ministry of the Environment and 
the Fight against Climate Change, the Ministry of Economy and Innovation, 
the International Organization of la Francophonie (OIF/IFDD), as well as in 
projects funded by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) to 
support developing countries in these same areas. She is a researcher at the 
Centre de la Science de la Biodiversité du Québec (CSBQ) of McGill 
University, the Centre interuniversitaire en operationnalisation du 
développement durable (CIRODD), the Centre d'étude en droit économique 
(CÉDÉ), and is a member of the École supérieure d'études internationales 

(ESEI) of Université Laval and the Institut Environnement, développement et société (EDS). She sits on the Board 
of Directors of the Association des biologistes du Québec and on the Board of Directors of the International 
Economic Law Association. She is a member of various scientific councils: the Scientific Council of the Eco-bio 
Program of the Ouranos Research Consortium on Climate Change, the Academic Council of Senghor University 
in Alexandria (OIF), the Scientific Committee of the journal "Liaison-Énergie, Environnement" of the Institut de la 
Francophonie pour le développement durable (IFDD), the Selection Committee of the Réal-Décoste scholarship of 
the Fonds nature et technologie du Québec (FQRNT). 
 
                                 

Lily MARTINET is a Senior Research Fellow at the Max Planck Institute 
Luxembourg for the Procedural Law. Her main areas of research are Intellectual 
property, Cultural heritage, Indigenous law and International law. She has 
defended a thesis on traditional cultural expressions in international law in 2017 
at the University Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne. She was admitted to the bar in 
2014. She is also a graduate of the European Higher School of Art in Brittany. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Geneviève MOTARD, LL.B. (Montréal, 2000), LL.M. (Laval, 2008), LL.D. 
(Laval, 2013 Tableau d'honneur de la Faculté des études supérieures et 
postdoctorales) is an associate professor at the Faculty of Law of Université 
Laval where she has taught constitutional law and the rights of Indigenous 
peoples since 2010. Her research interests include the political and territorial 
rights of Indigenous peoples and the interactions between indigenous and state 
normativities. In 2017-2018, she was a visiting scholar at the William S. 
Richardson School of Law, University of Hawai'i at Manoa (Hawai'i) where she 
was affiliated with the Ka Huli Ao Center for Excellence in Native Hawaiian 
Law. She is also a member of the Research Group on Plurinational Societies 
(GRSP), which was nominated for the Impact (Knowledge) Award (2016, 2018). 
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Vincent NÉGRI is an HDR researcher at the Institute for Social Sciences 
of Politics (UMR 7220), ENS Cachan. His work focuses on comparative 
law, international law of culture and heritage as well as on the 
interactions between norms and cultures. He teaches in master and in 
doctorate in Paris, Lyon, Alexandria and Geneva. Among the books 
published under his direction are: La diversité dans la gouvernance 
internationale, Bruylant, 2016; Le patrimoine archéologique et son droit, 
Bruylant, 2015; Le patrimoine culturel, cible des conflits armés, Bruylant, 
2014. Also, under co-direction with Isabelle Schulte-Tenckhoff: Normer 
l'oubli, Les voies du droit, ed. IRJS/PUF, 2019 La formation du droit 
international entre mimétisme et dissémination, Pedone, 2016.  
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Dimitri PAG-YENDU YENTCHARÉ specializes in International 
Environmental Law and Transnational Intellectual Property Law. He has 
researched specifically in the fields of biodiversity and intellectual 
property, climate change, environmental migration, environmental 
ethics, organizations social responsibility, and contract law. He is 
interested in epistemology and ethical analysis of global development 
issues and have a strong interest for socio-legal studies. He also have a 
strong interest for public policy analysis, especially in the field of 
Intellectual Property. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Clémence VARIN is a PhD Candidate in Law under the supervision of 
Professor Véronique Guèvremont (Université Laval, Canada) and 
Professor Alexandra Bensamoun (Université de Rennes 1, France). After 
completing a Bachelor in Law and Political Sciences at the Institut 
Catholique de Paris and a Master's in International Studies at the Institute 
for Advanced International Studies (HEI, Université Laval), she worked 
for 2 years as a consultant at the Secretariat of the 2005 UNESCO 
Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural 
Expressions in Paris. She holds a Doctoral Scholarship from the 
International Law Research Program of the Centre for International 
Governance Innovation (CIGI) and is a member of the UNESCO Chair on 
the Diversity of Cultural Expressions. Her research focuses on the impact 
of digital technologies on the diversity of cultural expressions. 
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Liette VASSEUR is a full professor and holder of the 
UNESCO Chair in Sustainability of communities : From 
Local to Global at Brock University, Ste Catharines, 
Ontario, Canada. She is also a member of the Brock 
Environmental Sustainability Research Centre and the 
Women and Gender Studies. She is currently President 
of the Canadian Commission for UNESCO and North 
American Vice President at the IUCN Commission on 
Ecosystem Management. Her research is 
transdisciplinary in relation to ecosystem management, 
adaptation to climate change and sustainable agriculture. 
She is based on action research with rural and indigenous 
communities (targeting mainly women) to find 
alternatives to achieve more sustainable and equitable 

development. His work is in Canada, China and Ecuador. In China, she has been a Minjiang researcher since 2011 
at Fujian Agriculture and Forestry University, Fuzhou, China. She has over a hundred peer-reviewed publications 
and 250 presentations at conferences or as a guest speaker. Her program includes several undergraduate, graduate 
and post-graduate students postdoctoral fellowship. 
 
 

Alexandra XANTHAKI (LLB Athens; LLM Queens, Belfast; PhD 
Keele) is Professor of Law at Brunel University London, UK and 
the Research Director of the Brunel Law School. A prolific author, 
Alexandra's work has focused on minority and indigenous cultural 
rights, including the 2017 co-edited collection on 'Indigenous 
Peoples Cultural Heritage’ (Brill publishers). Her work has had 
impact beyond academia and she works closely with international 
organisations and civil society organisations. She has consulted 
several States on issues of her expertise, including the UK and 
Finland. She has given keynote speeches around the world, 
including London, Trento Italy, Rovaniemi in Finland and the KL 
Bar, Malaysia. In 2018, Alexandra was awarded the prestigious 
Darby-Downman Award for exceptional teaching and support to 
students. Since 2015 she has led the Athens Refugee Project where 
she takes students to Greece to volunteer with refugees. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


